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SECTION 137 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 

2018 – 2019 

Section 137 permits councils in England which do not have the general power of 

competence to incur expenditure for purposes for which they do not have a specific 

power. Councils should first try to identify a specific power for expenditure (including 

grants): section 137, unlike the general power of competence, is a 'power of last resort'  

The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has confirmed that the 

appropriate sum for the purpose of section 137(4) (a) of the Local Government Act 1972 

(the 1972 Act) for parish and town councils in England for 2018/19 is £7.86 per elector.  

Because there is a limit (above) to the amount of expenditure that may be incurred under 

section 137 in a financial year, councils must keep a separate record of expenditure 

incurred under section 137. However, section 137 expenditure is not disclosed 

separately in the Annual Return.  

This is the record of our s137 expenditure for 2018/2019:   

11th September 2018 – First Aid Training for Villagers – Stephen Hogarth / St 

Johns (Which included defibulator training)  


